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Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Venezuela delays 
Chavez inauguration 
as crisis deepens 


CARACAS (AFP) - Ailing 
President Hugo Chavez can¬ 
not return home in time for 
his inauguration on Thursday 
and so will take the oath of 
office at a later date before 
the Supreme Court, the gov¬ 
ernment announced. 

The announcement con¬ 


firming that Chavez, 58, is 
too sick to make it back in 
time for the January 10 inau¬ 
guration came in a letter to 
the National Assembly from 
Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro. 

Continued on pg 6 



OIL PRODUCT PRICES 

Department of Economic, 
Commerce and Industrial Affairs 



Minister of Economic, Social and Cultural Affairs announces that 
as of January 9, 2013 the oil product prices will be the following: 


Gasoline unleaded-premium 218,8 cent p/ltr. (- 1,4 cent) 

Diesel LS 206,4 cent p/ltr. (- 1,2 cent) 

Kerosine 199,7 cent p/ltr. (- 0,5 cent) 


The above mentioned prices include BBO. 


ATA announces: Aruba’s tourism 
year ends with excellent growth 
in December 2012 



Aruba Tourism 
Authority 


Aruba’s Minister of Tourism, 
Transport and Labor, Otmar 
Oduber, was joined by CEO 
of the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity(ATA), Ronella Tjin Asjoe- 
Croes in conveying the final 
statistics for Aruba’s tourism 
performance for 1012. They 
were joined by Joanne 
Arends of the Aruba Airport 
Authority (AAA) yesterday 
morning for a press confer¬ 
ence in the official govern¬ 
ment press room in 
Oranjestad. 

December of last year 
proved a particularly encour¬ 
aging month with an increase 
in arrivals of 10.9% over the 
last month of 2011. This 
pushed the overall annual 
growth to 4.1% over 2011, 
despite extreme loss of ar¬ 
rivals due to the occurrence 
of Hurricane Sandy in Octo¬ 
ber. Aruba welcomed 8, 827 
more visitors in December 
2012 than the year before. 

2012 also experienced the 
highest overall number of 
visitors since 2007; Aruba 
welcomed 906, 099 stay over 
visitors. Cruise ship arrivals 
were down from 2011 by 3%, 
largely due to 15 cancelled 
calls from January through 
April due technical issues 
and weather, and a record- 
breaking month for cruise ar¬ 
rivals in March of 2011 of 
110, 363, compared to 84,628 
for March of this year. 


Total Arrivals 2007 - 2012 (Cruise and Stay-over): 
2012: 1,488,210 stay-over 906,099 / cruise 582,111 



2007 2000 2000 2010 2011 2012 


Though there were decreased 
arrivals during “high season,” 
the “low season” summer and 
fall cruise ship arrivals in¬ 
creased by 21%. The large in¬ 


crease in stay over visitors 
balances this out, to result in 
the 4.1% overall tourism 
growth figures for 2012. 

Continue on pg 2 
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Open Daily 8pm -1Oish - All you can eat 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes S coffee 

luneh/Dinner 12pm -10ish 5699 
phone number 586-3904 ^ ^ ^Eggs/Toast 

NOW Serving if 'it Coffee $4.49 


iunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week# 

delivery in hotel area 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 


Across from Radisson Resort 
the “l qp Aruba sign" 


Aruba 


orders over $50 Breakfast entree I Burgers, Fries,. A More! 


ATA announces: Aruba’s tourism year ends 
with excellent growth in December 2012 

Continued from pg 1 


Taking into consideration 
contracts for increased calls at 
Oranjestad Harbor, cruise ship 
arrivals are projected to grow 
in 2013 to 729, 831 visitors 


over 582,111 in 2012. This is 
broken down into a projected 
increase of 3.82% in high sea¬ 
son and 189% increase of 
122,312 during low season. 


Overall growth in Decem¬ 
ber was shown in all three of 
Aruba’s major markets, the 
U.S., Latin America and Eu¬ 
rope. Reduced arrivals from 
Holland and England were 
balanced out by substantial 
increases from Scandinavia 
and Italy. Increasing airlift 
between emerging strong 
Latin American economies 
such as Chile and Argentina 
has helped to establish the 
popularity of Aruba in those 
countries. 

The northeast U.S. still 
remains Aruba’s principal 
market, with over 60% com¬ 
ing from that area. 

Ms. Arends advised that 
2012 was a banner year for ar¬ 
rivals of paying passengers 
through Reina Beatrix Inter¬ 
national Airport, and in¬ 
creased airlift and routes will 
produce 8096 more seats 
bringing vacationers and busi¬ 
ness people to Aruba during 
the winter months of 2012- 
2013, over the previous year. 

Minister Oduber credits 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity’s tireless efforts and inno¬ 
vative team with Aruba’s 
increasing tourism growth 
despite a generally sluggish 
economy, and election year 
in the U.S., and a major nat¬ 
ural disaster. “We believe 
Aruba’s “One Happy Island” 
continues to be associated 
with guaranteed quality and 
value as a destination,” com¬ 
mented Ms. Tjin Ajoe-Croes. 
“Our beautiful resorts and 
dedication has earned us this 
reputation, assisted by the 
consistent and positive word- 
of-mouth promotion we re¬ 
ceive from satisfied tourists.” 

“The Ministry of Tourism 
will continue to strive to stim¬ 
ulate new markets, provide 
means to maintain the quality 
of Aruba’s tourism product, 
and keep interest high in 
Aruba as a destination,” con¬ 
cluded Minister Oduber. 

By Rosalie Klein 


Record breaking months 2000 - 2012: May, June, 
August, September, November and December 



Jan F&G Mardi Aprf 


July Aug Sepfl Oct Ngv Dec 


Record Breaking December: 2012: up 10.9% 
90,054 visitors 



Total Stay-over visitors 2007 - 2012: up 4.1% 
906,099 visitors 



im 200$ 2010 2011 2012 


Flexible tax payment 
plan extended to 

December 2013 


At the beginning of 2012, the 
Tax Bureau had decided to 
introduce a flexible payment 
plan for all customers. This 
applied to both individuals as 
well as to companies who 
were in arrears with their tax 
payments. Said flexible plan 
actually expired on Decem¬ 
ber 31st, 2012. However, in 
view of the positive reaction 
to the measure, the Bureau 
decided to prolong the flexi¬ 
ble payment plan through to 
December 31st, 2013. 

The Benefits: 

The flexible payment plan 
includes the following bene¬ 
fits: 

1. Longer payment terms 

2. Possibility to reduce 
fines 

3. Possibility to not have 
to pay a portion of accumu¬ 
lated interests 

4. To put a hold on future 
interest calculations during 
payment arrangement period 

5. To put a hold on all col¬ 


lection proceedings: clients 
will not receive court orders, 
or mandates on salary with¬ 
holdings, as long as they are 
complying with the payment 
arrangement and that the 
client is not trying to mislead 
or jeopardize the govern¬ 
ment’s coffers. 

Act Now: 

Everyone is advised to not 
allow tax debts to accumu¬ 
late. This becomes much 
more difficult to pay in the 
future. The flexible payment 
arrangement is one way to 
easily eliminate taxes in ar¬ 
rears and obtain the opportu¬ 
nity to reduce the size of the 
debt considerably. Hence, act 
now by calling the Tax Bu¬ 
reau and make an appoint¬ 
ment. Call 522-7423 and give 
them your “persoonsnum- 
mer.” 

For more detailed infor¬ 
mation you may go online 
and visit www.siad.aw. 


0( v) landoor 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 
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selling now 


exclusive condominiums 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 224 
Oranjestad * Aruba 

297.587-5300 

297.732-0000 

saies@o-eaglebeacharu ba.com 
www.o-eaglebeacharuba.com 


Dutch priest to 
display photos of 
Church quitters 

THE HAGUE (AFP) - A 
Roman Catholic priest in the 
Netherlands is to put on dis¬ 
play the names and photo¬ 
graphs of parish members 
trying to leave the Church in a 
bid to get them to stay. 

’’This is a large parish, and I 
don’t known everyone: by put¬ 
ting up the photos I thought 
someone might recognise 
someone they know who they 
could try to make stay in the 
Church," priest Harm Schilder 
told AFP on Tuesday. 

Many Catholics in the liberal 
Netherlands were shocked by 
Pope Benedict XVPs Christ¬ 
mas call to "fight" gay mar¬ 
riage, which the Netherlands 
was the first country to legalise 
in 2001. 

Schilder said that he had re¬ 
ceived four requests to leave 
the Church around Christmas. 
"This isn’t about pointing a fin¬ 
ger, naming and shaming," 
said Schilder, insisting that the 
plan would help the commu¬ 
nity pray for these people not 
to leave the Church and per¬ 
haps "persuade them to stay". 


Calendar dedicated to Musicians 
presented to Prime Minister 



Aruba Marriot also 
Special Toy Drive 



On Monday morning the 
Prime Minister of Aruba re¬ 
ceived a visit from Nelson 
Thiel, executive of The Na¬ 
tional Archives, to present 
him with another calendar 
that Thiel has recently pub¬ 
lished. 

Nelson Thiel has previ¬ 
ously published calendars 
dedicated to Farmers and 


Fishermen, as well as one de- 
cicated to our local classic 
automobiles. This time, Thiel 
decided to prnit his sixth 
local calendar and purposed 
to dedicate this 2013 edition 
to Aruban musicians. The 
Prime Minister had the honor 
of receiving the very first 
copy. 

Thiel explained that in 


preparation for this calendar 
his focus was primarily on 
musicians of the past. The list 
of musicians is obviously 
much longer than those in¬ 
cluded in the calendar. The 
cover of the calendar portrays 
instruments dating back to 
1885 when Pastor Koolwijk 
took their museum to Hol¬ 
land. He also focused on the 
5 stringed guitar made with 
the Calabas and crafted in 
Aruba. The first photo com¬ 
piled is of the Rufo Wever 
group "Los Trovadores Trop- 
icales" founded in 1935 when 
Carlos Gardel visited Aruba. 
Members of that group back 
then dressed in Cuban style 
outfits. The members of the 
group were well-known play¬ 
ers and singers, such as: 
Betico Croes, Watty Vos, An- 
desito Biklcer, Juancho Kock 
and many others. There wer 
musical groups like: Zorza- 
les, Superior, RCA, Casino, 
Juan Serano and his 
Caribbean Combo, (Jan 
Vlijt), Happy Hit, Los 
Duques, Estrella Musical and 
several others. There was 
also Steelband, Beatband, 
Trio, Tipico, Mariachi, Caha 
di Orgel, Aquinaldo and 
Dande. The clanedar is dedi¬ 
cated to musicians of the past 
as well as tyo our current mu¬ 
sicians. 


In the month of December, 
Cliff Faldman decided to ini¬ 
tiate a special Toy Drive on 
Aruba for the children of 
Breezy Point, New York. 
Hurricane Sandy you remem¬ 
ber had gone through Breezy 
Point and devastated the area 
burning down 111 homes 
leaving many families home¬ 
less. 

Various businesses on 
Aruba supported the Toy 
Drive. The Aruba Marriott 
Resort decided that they too 
would join the Toy Drive. 
This was especially because 
a large percentage of their 


visitors come from the US 
and they felt they could not 
go without contributing to 
this beautiful cause. 

Aruba Marriott Resort 
collected 30 toys which were 
bought by their own employ¬ 
ees at Top 1 Toys. The toys 
were submitted to the dy¬ 
namic team of the New York 
Fire Brigade, who in turn en¬ 
sured that the toys got to the 
children at Breezy Point. 

This was a rather unique 
and special ocassion which 
they are certain brought 
much joy and contentment to 
the many children who suf¬ 
fered such great loss. 
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"Exclusive coverage the Golden Globes Awards" 


BEACHTENNIS 


VIP BOTTLE SERVICE 


POOL WITH POOLBAR 


BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA 


8 TV WITH ALL SPORTS CHANNELS 


DELICIOUS FINGER FOODS 


AND MUCH MORE 


"Interview with Leonardo DiCaprio by Noel de Souza" 


THE MORNING NEWS is proud to welcome a series of exclusive interviews from Special Guest Correspondent Noel de Souza. 
Noel is an actor and journalist, and a member of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, as a correspondent for The Times of 
India. As one of the planners of the upcoming Golden Globe Awards 2013, which will be broadcast live this Sunday, January 13, 
he has a unique perspective on this glittering event, considered a “predictor” of who will claim the Oscars later this year. TMN 

very pleased to feature this exclusive interview with famed actor Leonardo DiCaprio. 



Leonardo DiCaprio in Django Unchained 


Interview: Leonardo Di¬ 
Caprio-Noel de Souza 

NdS: The late Sir Lau¬ 
rence Olivia (Lord Larry) the 
iconic British actor who had 
every accolade bestowed 
upon him and was the fore¬ 
most interpreter of Shake¬ 
speare, once said “There are 
no small parts, only small ac¬ 
tors” 

It takes a fearless, confi¬ 
dent and established leading 
actor of stature to tackle not 
only a small part but also the 
part of a villain. Leonardo 
DiCaprio does just that in the 
Quentin Tarantino directed 
“Django Unchained”. 

What made you accept 
this minor but pivotal role in 
the film? 

LC: F ve wanted to work 
with Quentin for along time. 
He’s a writer-director who en¬ 
compasses you in the worlds 
he creates and they are of his 
own creation, his dialogue is 
so unbelievably juicy and cre¬ 
ative. The characters he cre¬ 
ates are just so fantastic. So I 
had been talking to him about 
doing other movies in the 
past, then this one came along 
and I think my name was 
mentioned to him, this was 
the one that finally made 
sense to him. I knew that I 
could work well together with 
him and in our early talks we 
really took the character to a 
different level. Quentin is the 
type of director who is com¬ 
pletely open to ideas, he’ll not 
only embrace them but will 


go to the utter extreme with 
them and those are the type of 
directors that I like to work 
with, ones that love that col¬ 
laborative process, so it was 
great to work with him in that 
respect. 

NdS: What makes 

Quentin so unique? 

LC: It’s his appreciation 
of cinema. He loves these 
different genres and the fact 
that he plays with all of them. 
He has a catalogue of films in 
his mind, he draws upon the 
past and creates his own 
genre, he’s his own individ¬ 
ual film-maker, incredibly 
unique. When you’re seeing 
a Tarantino movie you are 
going to see some thing spe¬ 
cial, some thing incredibly 
imaginative and some thing 
ballsy and daring. 

NdS: In the movie there’s 
a scene in which you are ini¬ 


tiating and watching a blood 
sport. Are you a sports fan? 

LC: I prefer basketball, 
mixed martial -arts, those are 
the sports that I like to watch. 
To tell you the truth I’m not 
an avid sports nut. I don’t 
know much about football 
and very little about baseball, 
but I do watch baseball, I’m 
very specific with that. I’d 
say that I love sports as much 
as the next guy but I’m not 
your typical sports nut. 

NdS: I hear that you dye 
your sneakers some times? 

LC: I do. I dye them too, 
yeah, that’s my other thing. 

NdS: You have done three 
movies back to back. Now 
what’s next? 

LC: I have a clean slate 
for the next year, because this 
has been a very unique year 
for me. I had too many good 
opportunities that I couldn’t 


pass up. They are all role 
that I really, really wanted 
to play. I usually have a lot 
more time between films. 
When you go from film to 
film you’re constantly 
playing, you have no time 
to stop and reflect, but it 
does keep you in good act¬ 
ing shape. 

NdS: What do you in¬ 
tend to do with that year of? 

LC: I do want to dedi¬ 
cate a lot of this next year 
not only taking some time 
to reflect on everything but 
also getting back into doing 
more environmental work. 
I have a few things lined up 
that are going to be very 
important for me and my 
foundation. I plan to travel 
and get even more involved 
with those issues. That is a 
big goal of mine next year in 
addition to getting some rest, 
and getting to see my friends 
again. 

NdS: Talking about taking 
time off and getting involved 
once again in environmental 
issues, I’d like to ask you 
about your calibration with 
Tag Hauer? 

LC: The collaboration is 
great between Tag and me, 
they are a company that prac¬ 
tices what they preach, they 
have reconstructed all their 
offices to be powered by 
solar. They are a company 
that does give back. I wanted 
to work with them on that 
specific watch that we 
worked on that’s going to 
benefit all different charities 


that my foundation is a part 
of. They understand the is¬ 
sues that are facing the planet 
today and they wanted to be 
a part of doing some thing 
unique so I hope to continue 
working with them. We’ve 
gotten to give a lot of funding 
to different issues so far, 
They are a good company 
and I intend to continue my 
collaboration with them. 

NdS: What does time 
mean to you? 

LC: Time is of the essence 
every single day isn’t it? So to 
get a little time off to be on 
your own and involved in re¬ 
flection is a luxury. 

NdS: What else would 
you say is luxury for you? 

LC: Taking time to be in 
nature to be in the woods and 
having the time to go deep 
sea diving. I love diving, it’s 
one of my favorite things to 
do in life. 

I’ve been to a lot of differ¬ 
ent places around the world 
and sought out different coral 
reefs and different species to 
see under water. It’s a whole 
new experience when you’re 
down there. You really dis¬ 
connect from earth and you’re 
in almost a dream world, it’s 
like somebody made it up in a 
cartoon like CGI some times 
it’s that beautiful. 

NdS: After a hard days 
work how do you relax? 

LC: By taking a long 
shower. 


Continued on pg 5 
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Cuba's sports stars won't 
score freedom to travel 


Continued from pg 4 

NdS: What would you say 
is your favorite food? 

LC: Pasta is my favorite 
food even though every one’s 
not eating carbs nowadays. 

NdS: Where would you 
say that you are most com¬ 
fortable? 

LC: When I’m in the 
woods alone far away from 
civilization. 

NdS: You seem to enjoy 
solitude. Do you ever have 
people over to your home for 
dinner or some such thing? 

LC: Yes, I love to have 
friends over. I have Christ¬ 
mas parties and things like 
that. But to tell you the truth 
I haven’t really been home 
for a year and a half so I don’t 
even remember the last time 
I had people over to my 
house. So now I’m looking 
forward to Christmas when I 
can finally have friends over 
to my house. 

Djamgo Unchained. The 
theme of the movie in part is 
about racism in the south dur¬ 
ing the days of slavery. But 
that theme could be carried 
out to day, because racism 
does exist. 

Yes it is rampant not only 
in the states but throughout 


the world and has been his¬ 
torically that way. I don’t 
have any answers but just 
yesterday I was having a con¬ 
versation and this is not nec¬ 
essarily my thought process 
on the subject. We were talk¬ 
ing about the Neanderthal 
and us, the Cro-Magnons and 
how essentially we wiped 
that entire subspecies of man 
away. As much as the Nean¬ 
derthal was thought to be a 
barbaric subspecies of man 
they were a good natured, 
peaceful tribe of people. It 
was some thing about us that 
wanted to not only consume 
our environment but we had 
some thing in us that had an 
appetite for war, an appetite 
for fighting one another and 
that’s the reason we wiped 
them off the face of this 
earth. There’s some thing in 
us that is inherently good but 
there’s also an inherent need 
to fight one another. I don’t 
have an answer to these 
things but all I’m going to 
say is that as we evolve hope¬ 
fully that other part of our 
brain will take over and do 
what John Lennon eventually 
wanted; living in a world 
where there is no war and 


there’s peace and we can all 
get along and hopefully that 
day will come 

An interesting thing is 
when you look at all the 
species, any species on earth 
whether it be ants or locusts 
or whatever, there’s are fun¬ 
damental characteristics in 
them and those are oppor¬ 
tunism and greed and those 
are the ones that have sur¬ 
vived. When you think that 
we are this evolved species 
that we would be able to ra¬ 
tionalize that and put that in 
a corner and move forward, 
but that’s the great journey of 
our species I suppose. 

Leonardo has been nomi¬ 
nated for a Golden Globe as 
a supporting actor for his 
role in Django unchained. 



HAVANA (AFP) - Most 
Cubans next week will have 
the right to travel without 
government permission for 
the first time in decades, but 
sports stars will still require 
permission to leave, an offi¬ 
cial said Tuesday. 

"Professionals who are 
deemed essential, techni¬ 
cians, sports people, and 
(Communist Party) staff and 
leaders” have been informed 
that they still face curbs on 
foreign travel, said Lamberto 
Fraga, a high-ranking Migra¬ 
tion and Foreign Nationals' 
Ministry official, and they 
will need a special permit. 

"This group of people will 
be told why they cannot leave 
the country, and they likely 
understand that they are es¬ 
sential, which should keep 
them from going to seek a 
passport, unless they have 
authorization” to travel 
abroad, Fraga said on state 
television. 

It was announced on Mon¬ 
day that doctors were not in¬ 
cluded in the group of 
professionals the government 
considers essential, but au¬ 
thorities did not immediately 
list all professionals who 
would be. 

Cuba, the Americas' only 
Communist-ruled nation, is a 


regional sports power. Ha¬ 
vana came in 16th place in 
the London Olympics in 
terms of total medal take. 

It also faces a constant 
loss of its sports stars, desert¬ 
ing at international meets or 
on trips. Professional sports 
do not exist in Cuba. 

The government an¬ 
nounced October 16 that 
Cubans, starting January 14, 
no longer will need the re¬ 
viled exit visas that have kept 
most in this country of 11 
million from ever traveling 
abroad. 

The visas, and invitation 
letters from a host, cost up to 
$200 in a country with an av¬ 
erage monthly salary of less 
than $20. 

Cubans are intensely and 
emotionally keen for migra¬ 
tion reform, which has been 
promised but not yet deliv¬ 
ered by President Raul Cas¬ 
tro, 81, who took over from 
his brother revolutionary icon 
Fidel Castro in July 2006. 

Separate from requests for 
US immigration visas, the 
United States gives any 
Cuban who reaches US soil - 
- by boat, land or air — imme¬ 
diate residency and working 
rights, something it does not 
do for citizens of any other 
country. 
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Clinton to testify on 
Benghazi on January 22 


Venezuela delays Chavez inauguration 
as crisis deepens 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton will appear before 
US lawmakers on January 22 
to be quizzed about a damn¬ 
ing inquiry into a deadly mil¬ 
itant attack on a US mission 
in Libya, a senator said Tues¬ 
day. 

Clinton had initially been 
due to testify to US lawmak¬ 
ers in late December after the 
scathing probe blamed 
’’grossly inadequate” security 
at the diplomatic outpost in 
Benghazi, eastern Libya, for 
failing to protect staff there. 

But she was forced to can¬ 
cel her testimony and send in 
her two deputy secretaries in¬ 
stead when she fell ill with a 
virulent stomach bug, and 
later suffered a concussion 
and blood clot. 

Ambassador Chris 

Stevens and three other 
Americans were killed when 
hordes of heavily-armed mil¬ 
itants overran the compound 
and a nearby annex on Sep¬ 
tember 11, unleashing a 
bloody and terrifying eight- 
hour assault. 

Senator Bob Corker, rank¬ 
ing Republican member of 


CAIRO, Cyprus (AFP) - 
Egyptian President Mohamed 
Morsi will meet his Palestin¬ 
ian counterpart, Mahmoud 
Abbas, and Hamas politburo 
chief Khaled Meshaal in 
Cairo on Wednesday, Morsi’s 
office said. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
top US oil industry figure 
warned Tuesday that the 
country’s energy renaissance 
could be threatened by ’’puni¬ 
tive” tax policies on oil and 
gas exploration. 

With the US government 
looking to remove tax breaks 
for big oil firms to help boost 
government revenues, Jack 
Gerard, the head of the Amer¬ 
ican Petroleum Institute 
urged Washington to pursue 
policies favorable to energy 
production. 


the Senate Foreign Relations 
committee, told MSNBC tel¬ 
evision he had been in dis¬ 
cussions with Clinton’s top 
aides about setting a new date 
for her to testify. 

”My sense is her hearing 
probably will take place the 
morning of the 22nd,” Corker 
said. 

’’She’s anxious to want to 
come up and testify on Beng¬ 
hazi, and I think that’s an im¬ 
portant thing both for her and 
for our entire country.” 

Clinton returned to work 
on Monday after a month¬ 
long absence, and is busy 
drawing up her schedule for 
her final weeks in office. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Victoria Nuland reit¬ 
erated Tuesday that the plan 
was for Clinton to testify 
about the Benghazi attack 
while still in post, and before 
a confirmation hearing for 
veteran senator John Kerry. 

President Barack Obama 
has tapped Kerry to replace 
Clinton, who will be stepping 
down after four years in of¬ 
fice, but his nomination re¬ 
quires Senate confirmation. 


Abbas and Meshaal will 
first ’’meet Egypt's intelli¬ 
gence chief before holding a 
three-way meeting with Pres¬ 
ident Morsi,” presidential 
spokesman Yasser Ali told 
AFP. 

Azzam al-Ahmad, who is 


"The first, most important 
thing is to do no harm,” Ger¬ 
ard told a roomful of policy 
makers, lobbyists and re¬ 
porters in a luncheon speech. 

”We pay more than our 
fair share.” 

Gerard, whose organiza¬ 
tion represents large oil and 
gas companies, emphasized 
that domestic energy produc¬ 
tion has been a bright spot in 
a weak economy and that 
there is potential for more 
growth ahead, if Washington 
plays its hands right. 


Continued from pg 1 

(AFP)—’’According to the 
recommendation of the med¬ 
ical team... the process of 
post-operative recover must 
extend beyond January 10 of 
the current year, reason for 
which he he will not be able 
to appear on that date before 
the National Assembly,” said 
the letter, read out by Na¬ 
tional Assembly speaker 
Diosdado Cabello. 

The letter went on to say 
that, in keeping with article 
231 of the constitution, 
Chavez would take the oath 
before the Supreme Court at 
a later day. 

The long-expected deci¬ 
sion came amid a storm of 
controversy over whether his 
current term can be extended 
beyond January 10, and calls 
by the opposition for the 
Supreme Court to intervene. 

”1 do not know what the 
judges of the Supreme Court 
are waiting for. Right now in 
Venezuela, without any doubt 
whatsoever, a constitutional 
conflict has arisen,” opposi¬ 
tion leader and former presi¬ 
dential candidate Henrique 
Capriles said. 


in charge of reconciliation ef¬ 
forts between his Fatah party, 
of which Abbas is head, said 
Abbas was traveling to Egypt 
at Morsi's invitation to dis¬ 
cuss the subject. 

Meshaal and aides arrived 
in Cairo from Doha on Tues¬ 
day for a visit of several days, 
the official MENA news 
agency said. 

Hamas and Fatah had been 
at loggerheads since the Is¬ 
lamist movement seized con¬ 
trol of Gaza in June 2007, 
following its victory in Pales¬ 
tinian parliamentary elections 
the previous year. 

Under Egyptian media¬ 
tion, the two groups reached 
a unity agreement in April 
2011, but the main provisions 
of that deal have so far not 
been implemented. 

This will be the first meet¬ 
ing between Abbas and Me¬ 
shaal hosted by the Egyptian 
president since he was 
elected in June of last year. 


The government says the 
swearing-in is a mere formal¬ 
ity that can be delayed, but 
the opposition says he must 
at least be declared temporar¬ 
ily incapacitated and replaced 
on an interim basis by the 
National Assembly speaker. 

The charter also says new 
elections must be held within 
30 days if the president-elect 
or president dies or is perma¬ 
nently incapacitated either 
before he takes office or in 
the first four years of his six- 
year term. 

"There must be a response 
from our institutions in the 
face of this conflict,” said 
Capriles, who lost to Chavez 
in October by an 11-percent 
margin but gave him the 
toughest political fight of his 
14-year tenure. 

Capriles also urged Latin 
American leaders — Chavez 
has long been the figurehead 
of the anti-US left in the re¬ 
gion — to stay away from a 
rally convened by the gov¬ 
ernment for Thursday in 
place of the inauguration. 

So far Uruguay's President 
Jose Mujica, Bolivia's Presi¬ 
dent Evo Morales and For¬ 
eign Minister Ricardo Patino 
of Ecuador are the only ones 
to confirm their attendance. 

’’Chavez's health is no 
longer in our hands,” said 
Mujica in an interview with 
the Montevideo newspaper 
La Republica. ”Our function 
is to back the government 
and people of Venezuela.” 

Capriles urged regional 
leaders not to succumb to ”a 
game by a political party” — 
alluding to Venezuela's ruling 
party. He mentioned by name 
the presidents of Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia and Bolivia 
and Ecuador. 


Earlier, the country's main 
opposition coalition turned to 
international organizations 
for support. 

It warned the Organization 
of American States of an ’’al¬ 
teration of the constitutional 
order” if the government re¬ 
tains its grip on power regard¬ 
less of Chavez being unable 
to take the oath of office. 

In Washington, the State 
Department said Venezuelans 
should decide for themselves 
what to do without resorting 
to violence, calling for a 
"broad based discussion.” 

"And it needs to be de¬ 
cided in a manner that is free, 
fair, transparent, is seen as 
ensuring a level playing field 
in Venezuela,” said State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman Vic¬ 
toria Nuland. 

Information Minister 
Ernesto Villegas said late 
Monday that Chavez's med¬ 
ical condition had remained 
"stationary” since the latest 
complication from surgery 
was reported four days ago. 

Chavez is suffering from a 
severe pulmonary infection 
that has resulted in a ’’respi¬ 
ratory insufficiency,” officials 
have said. 

The leftist government 
and the conservative opposi¬ 
tion brandish conflicting in¬ 
terpretations of the 
constitution. 

Chavez's allies call the 
president's swearing-in a ’’for¬ 
mality” that can be fulfilled 
sometime after January 10. 

But, in a letter to OAS Sec¬ 
retary General Miguel Insulza, 
the head of the main opposi¬ 
tion coalition, Ramon 
Aveledo, argued that under the 
constitution the current admin¬ 
istration's term ends on Janu¬ 
ary 10 and cannot be extended. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
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International 

News 


Belgian bus 
carrying 
kids 
catches 
fire in 

Switzerland 

GENEVA (AFP) - Tragedy 
was narrowly averted Tuesday 
when nearly 40 Belgian kids 
were evacuated from a burning 
bus near a Swiss tunnel, less 
than a year after 22 Belgian 
schoolchildren died in a hor¬ 
rific bus crash in the alpine 
country. 

The 45 passengers, includ¬ 
ing 38 children aged 10 to 12, 
had been headed to a ski camp 
in northern Italy when the bus 
engine suddenly caught fire, 
police in the central canton of 
Uri said in a statement. 

After discovering the 
flames at around 5:00 am 
(0400 GMT), the driver pulled 
over shortly before the 
Goeschenen entrance to the 
Gotthard road tunnel and evac¬ 
uated the passengers. 

Police, who have launched 
a probe to determine the cause 
of the blaze, said a replace¬ 
ment bus had taken the passen¬ 
gers on to Italy. 

According to Belgium's 
Belga news agency, another 
bus from the same Belgian 
company, Les Autocars et Au¬ 
tobus Toussaint, had been driv¬ 
ing behind the one that caught 
fire and the driver of the sec¬ 
ond bus had seen the flames 
and alerted his colleague to the 
danger. 

The two drivers subdued 
the blaze until police and fire¬ 
fighters arrived at the scene, 
Belga reported. 

The accident was eerily 
reminiscent of a Belgian bus 
crash in a Swiss alpine tunnel 
last March that killed 22 chil¬ 
dren and six adults. 

The children who died were 
among 46 from two Belgian 
schools returning from a skiing 
holiday in the Alps. The adults 
were accompanying teachers 
and the two bus drivers. 


Pabien Aruba! 

Resultadonan ta un combinacion di esfuersonan 
di Aruba Tourism Authority, pero tambe di tur esnan 
cu ta labora dia pa dia den e industria turistico 
creando un experiencia inigualabel pa nos 
bishitantenan y asina dunando contenido 
na nos slogan "One happy island". 

Cu crecemento di 4.1% equivalente na 906,099 
bishitante "stay-over" y cu 582,111 bishitante crucero, 
Aruba a logra un total di 1,488,210 bishitante den 2012. 

Turismo ta nos pilar economico, ban cuide 
y ta consiente cu cada un di nos tin un 
compromiso cu nos isla. 

Danki pa ta parti di e exito di 2012. 


Aruba Tourism Authority, cumpliendo 
cu su compromiso! 



2012 warmest on record for US, had historic extremes 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
2012 marked the warmest 
year on record for the United 
States and was also the sec¬ 
ond most extreme weather 
year yet recorded, the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmos¬ 
pheric Administration said 
Tuesday. 

The hot weather con¬ 
tributed to a record drought 


which, at its peak, parched 61 
percent of the nation. 

Those dry conditions 
helped spark massive wild¬ 
fires which charred 9.2 mil¬ 
lion acres — the third highest 
on record, NOAA said. 

The nation suffered 
through 11 weather disasters 
that caused $1 billion in dam¬ 
age, including hurricanes 


Sandy and Isaac and tornado 
outbreaks in the Great Plains, 
Texas and Ohio Valley. 

Every one of the 48 states 
in the continental United 
States had an above-average 
annual temperature in 2012 
and 19 of those broke 
records. 

The average temperature 
for 2012 was 55.3 F (12.9 C) 


which is 3.2°F above the 20th 
century average, and 1.0°F 
above 1998, the previous 
warmest year. 

The nationally-averaged 
precipitation total of 26.57 
inches (67.5 centimeters) was 
2.57 inches (6.5 centimeters) 
below average and the 15th 
driest year on record. 

This was also the driest 


year for the nation since 
1988, when 25.25 inches 
(64.1 centimeters) of precip¬ 
itation were observed. 

Meanwhile, 2012 was the 
third year in a row with 19 
named tropical storms, 10 of 
which packed hurricane 
strength. One was a major 
hurricane. 
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OCATED AT: 
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Beach Resort 
TE: 586 4046 
t 


Dinner 

$ 24.95 

Early Bird Special 


Health & Living 


Natural birth a tough sell in China's 
caesarean boom 


US Supreme Court 
leaves stem cell 
research alone 


BEIJING (AFP) - Chinese 
women are scared of pain* -- 

The proportion of Chinese 
mothers choosing caesareans 
more than doubled in less than 
a decade, from around 20 per¬ 
cent in 2001 to above 46 per¬ 
cent in 2008 - and 

approaching two-thirds in 
cities, according to the latest 
World Health Organization 
figures for the country. 

Across Asia caesarean rates 
have reached ’’epidemic lev¬ 
els”, it said in a 2010 report. 

Experts say that caesareans 
are necessary in many cases 
when a mother or baby has a 
health condition which would 
make a natural birth risky, but 
that the risks of elective oper- 



ON 15 ATV A LOCAL 

NBC LICENSEE 


WEEKNIGHTS 7:15 PM 


ations are often greater than 
the benefits. 

China's "one child” family 
planning policy also plays a 
role, as parents with more 
money to invest in their only 
childbirth are more likely to 
splash out on the procedure, 
which they see as safer, Tang 
said. 

"There are a lot of percep¬ 
tions that if you have natural 
delivery it will affect your sex 
life,” he added. 

Some local governments in 
China have launched cam¬ 
paigns to promote natural 
birth, he said, but there is no 
clear central government pol¬ 
icy on the issue. 

In an attempt to encourage 
women to choose a natural 


birth, the Antai hospital offers 
water births and teaches ex¬ 
pectant mothers hypnosis 
techniques to deal with the 
pain of labour. 

It also charges just as much 
for natural childbirth as it does 
for a caesarean, removing in¬ 
centives for doctors to pro¬ 
mote the operation. 

As one insentive a red car¬ 
pet runs from rhe delivery 
room towards a series of re¬ 
covery suites, including the 
western-themed White House, 
a room aimed at Muslims 
called the "Islamabad Palace,” 
and a chamber inspired by 
Mongolian warlord Genghis 
Khan. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Supreme Court declined 
Monday to enter the emotion¬ 
ally-charged debate over stem 
cell research, refusing to hear 
an appeal centered on the issue 
of federal government funding. 

The top US court did not 
give a reason for its decision, 
which ends the long judicial 
saga over President Barack 
Obama's 2009 executive order 
lifting restrictions on financing 
imposed by his predecessor 
George W. Bush. 

The appeal had come from 
two researchers working with 
adult cells rather than embry¬ 
onic stem cells. 

They had asked the Supreme 
Court to halt financing for stem 
cell research on the grounds 
that federal law banned the cre¬ 
ation and destruction of em¬ 
bryos for scientific study. 

Stem cell research is said to 
be promising for finding new 
treatments for a variety of dis¬ 
eases. 

A federal judge banned the 
financing in 2010, but an ap¬ 
peals court in Washington re- 


TOKYO (AFP) - A Japanese 
high school student killed him¬ 
self after suffering repeated 
abuse by his basketball coach, 
officials said Tuesday. 

The 17-year-old, who was 
found hanging in his room two 
days before Christmas, left a 
suicide note saying he had 
taken his life after being 
beaten by the unnamed coach, 
according to education author¬ 
ities in the western city of 
Osaka. 

The 47-year-old coach ad¬ 
mitted to beating the boy and 
apologised to his family in the 
wake of his death, local media 
reports said, adding that police 


versed the ruling in 2012. The 
court said the federal ban does 
not apply to previously existing 
embryos that resulted from in 
vitro fertilization procedures. 

Government financing 
through the National Institutes 
of Health was authorized for 
cells from frozen embryos that 
were left over from fertility 
treatments. 

The NIH, which allowed re¬ 
searchers to use stem cells de¬ 
rived from donated frozen 
embryos no longer needed for 
fertility treatments, hailed the 
ruling. 

"This decision allows the 
ruling to stand, and enables 
NIH to continue conducting 
and funding stem cell research, 
" NIH Director Francis Collins 
said in a statement. 

"Patients and their families 
who look forward to new ther¬ 
apies to replace cells lost by 
disease or injury, or who may 
benefit from new drugs identi¬ 
fied by screening using stem 
cells, should be reassured that 
NIH will continue supporting 
this promising research.” 


were questioning the man. 

Japan, with a population of 
about 128 million, has one of 
the world's highest suicide 
rates, with more than 30,000 
people taking their lives annu¬ 
ally. 

Rising unemployment, fam¬ 
ily troubles and health prob¬ 
lems are cited as key factors 
behind many of the suicides. 

The case of a 13-year-old 
boy who leapt to his death 
from an apartment building in 
2011 gained national promi¬ 
nence after a pupil survey re¬ 
portedly revealed he was 
subjected to a litany of abuse 
by bullies. 


CASHEW FRUIT: 



-- Cashew Juice provides five times the Vitamin C of or¬ 
ange juice. In addition, Cashew Fruit Juice contains 
healthy ingredients, including Vitamins B1, B2, and B3, 
calcium, and iron and beta carotene. The health benefits 
of the cashew drink include soothing sore throats and 
strengthening the immune system. 

-The juice is full of Natural Vitamins and Minerals, and 

contains Disease Fighting Anti-Bacterial Agents 

-It's very Rich in Antioxidants and Healing Properties, 

and many scientifically proven Health Benefits 

-It will Strengthen your Immune System, and help to 

Detoxify your Body. 

-Also, the juice will Kill Worms within the body 


Japanese teen commits 
suicide after coach abuse 
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Sci-Tech 


Videogames coming 

Samsung offers two shows at once to a cloud near you 
on new OLED tv 



LAS VEGAS (AFP) - South 
Korean electronics giant Sam¬ 
sung Monday unveiled a new 
television that lets two people 
watch two different shows at 
the same time. 

The F9500 television is the 
first in the world to offer this 
feature, dubbed "multi-view," 
the company said in Las 
Vegas, attributing the advance 
to the use of the latest genera¬ 
tion of screen technology 
called "organic light-emitting 
diode" or OLED. 


The feature allows two peo¬ 
ple "to watch completely dif¬ 
ferent Full-HD content 
simultaneously on the same 
screen with corresponding 
audio and controls," the com¬ 
pany said on the eve of the 
2013 Consumer Electronics 
Show, the world’s biggest for 
the electronics trade. 

Joe Stinziano, a senior 
Samsung official in the US, 
emphasized at a press confer¬ 
ence that "it's only possible in 
OLED due to the very fast 


speed" at which images can 
move across the screen with 
the technology. 

So that they see just the 
show they want, the two view¬ 
ers must wear special 3D 
glasses, which come with per¬ 
sonal speakers built in to de¬ 
liver the audio, in stereo, 
directly to them. 

OLED TVs don't require 
separate backlights and thus 
are thinner, consume about 20 
percent less power and offer a 
sharper picture than conven¬ 
tional flat-panel sets. 

Samsung's South Korean 
rival, LG, has so far been the 
only company to launch a line 
of OLED television for com¬ 
mercial sale. 

LG's OLED model, 55 
inches wide but just 0.16 
inches (four mm) thick, was 
opened for pre-orders last 
week, with the whopping price 
tag of 11 million won 
($10,357). It will start shipping 
in late March. 

Samsung hasn't indicated 
the price or release date of its 
television, which will also be 
55 inches. 

GO Green in 2013 

* Buy fresh, local food 
this summer including at 
local farmers markets. 

* Have your kids make 
their friends birthday 
cards and bring gifts in 
decorated paper bags or 
a cool reusable bag. Kids 
love getting a handmade 
card—as do adults. 

* Bring your own bags 
when you shop for gro¬ 
ceries. 

* Pack cloth napkins in¬ 
stead of paper towels in 
school lunches. 

* Replace your old light 
bulbs with LED bulbs. 
They last 15 times longer 
and use 75 percent less 
energy. 


LAS VEGAS, (AFP) - 
Videogames are moving fur¬ 
ther into the Internet cloud 
with new devices and services 
unveiled at the big Consumer 
Electronics Show this week. 

One major step came from 
computer graphics giant and 
chipmaker Nvidia, which an¬ 
nounced agreements with six 
cloud gaming companies to 
deliver games to global broad¬ 
band companies. 

This will allow gamers to 
play on any screen — including 
smart TVs, PCs, tablets and 
smartphones. 

The platform can serve 
more HD-quality game 
streams with improved speeds, 
according to Nvidia. 

Initial partners include US- 
based Agawi, China's Cloud 
Union and Cyber Cloud Tech¬ 
nologies, Japan's G-cluster 
Global, Playcast Media Sys¬ 
tems of Israel and Ubitus of 
Taiwan. 

Ubitus meanwhile unveiled 
a separate agreement to bring¬ 
ing console and multiplayer 


games to Google TV. 

"Google TV is an ideal plat¬ 
form for cloud gaming and we 
have tackled the obstacles to 
achieving low latency stream¬ 
ing game experience with 
multi gaming controller de¬ 
vices support on Google TV," 
said Wesley Kuo, chief execu¬ 
tive of Ubitus. 

The move to cloud gaming 
poses challenges to the tradi¬ 
tional model of console games 
where users purchase a spe¬ 
cific product. 

Despite the shift, new con¬ 
soles are being introduced in¬ 
cluding the latest Nintendo 
Wii, and upgraded versions of 
Microsoft's Xbox and Sony's 
PS3 are on the horizon. 

According to Forrester Re¬ 
search, some 66 million US 
households will access the In¬ 
ternet via game consoles, Blu- 
ray players, or connected 
HDTVs by 2017. Forrester's 
Jitender Miglani said consoles 
are still playing a role but one 
that is changing in gaming. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 



LAS VEGAS : Panasonic's incoming president and chief 
executive Kazuhiro Tzuga (L) and introduces the new 
4Kn OLED TV at the 2013 International Consumer Elec¬ 
tronics Show in Las Vegas on January 8, 2013. The an¬ 
nual CES which takes place fromJanuary 8-11 is a place 
where industry manufacturers, advertisers and tech- 
minded consumers converge to get a taste of new gadg¬ 
ets and innovations coming to the market each year. 
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CROSSWORD 


CHECK, PLEASE 


ACROSS 

1. ■“Who’ll_ 

the Rain** 

5. Scour 

lO. Hefty 

competitor 

14. Stylist’s focus 

15. All, in 
Abruzzo 

16. “The Purple 
_ of Cairo'* 

17. A Guthrie 

18. Spinning 

19. Hunger (for) 

20. Shipping 
forms 

22. Shaving bowl 
residual 

24. _-deucy 

25. Excellent 

26. Furniture 
wheel 

29. TV control 

33. Cantered 

34. Shallow-draft 


vessel 

35. Grassy spot 

36. Tram cargos 

37. He played 
Gump 
Loafer coin 
R.R. depot 
Stable locks 
Extra-bad 

42. Jewelry items 
44. Summertime 
top 

Cutlass 
maker, for 
short 

“The _ Jar” 

(Plath) 

Sot’s debt 
Large 
numbers 
It was, in 
Caesar’s time 
_ Care” 
Departure 
door 


38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 


45. 


46. 


47. 

50. 


54. 


55. 

57. 


58. Heche of “Men 
in Trees” 

59. Thrust 

forward 

60. Gambling 
mecca 

61. “_ Time on 

Planet Earth” 
(1988 film) 

62. Friendless one 

63. Good weather 
in Stowe 

DOWN 

1. GBS 

2. Figure skater 
Lipinski 

3. Like a pizza 
eater’s hands 

4. Processes a 
will 

5. More 
hackneyed 

6. Like a pig’s 
tail 
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7. Roads: abbr. 

8. Great Basin 
tribe 

9. Montana city 

10. Kitchen 
scraper 

11. Lake, to a 
Highlander 

12. Athlete- 
author 
Arthur 

13. Doe, e.g. 

21. Glac6 

23. Start the pot 

25. Branches out 

26. Accessible 

27. Major artery 

28. Asparagus 
piece 

29. Vaudeville 
props 

30. What a sentry- 
must be 

31. Awareness 

32. Snuffy 
Smith’s son 

34. Knocks loudly 

37. Distributed 
announce¬ 
ment 

38. Miners 

40. “_ 18” 

41. “_ Street 

Week” 

43. Lower than 
low 

44. “_ Skelter” 

46. Toot 

47. Wampum unit 

48. River to the 
Ligurian Sea 

49. Indian queen 

50. Beethoven’s 
birthplace 

51. Bovine 
animals 

52. Senora’s boy 

53. Pack 

56. Batman and 
Robin, e.g. 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

JAN 05 - JAN 12 


O’stad : ‘ Serv. Noord. ’ - S.N . 1 Serv. Seroe Preto’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Textile & notions* 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and more. 


Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 


N.V. 


Mainsfreet downtown Aruba^, 


the/ 

Whole/ 

price# 


Arubcty 

Store/ 


jkp 

^#Ladies, girls £■•( 

^^and baby wear 4 s| 


rf\o oX 

i Office, Luggages and 
sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafetaria! 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet 
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Finance 


OECD criticises Dutch 
lack of foreign bribery 
prosecutions 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - The 
OECD criticised the Nether¬ 
lands on Tuesday for not 
prosecuting successfully 
Dutch companies accused of 
bribery abroad. 

An OECD working group 
voiced ’’serious concerns that 
the overall results of foreign 
bribery investigations and 
prosecutions to date are too 
low.” 

A report said that ”no indi¬ 
vidual or company has been 
sanctioned for foreign 
bribery” since the Nether¬ 
lands joined the international 
convention against bribing 
foreign officials in 2000. 

The Dutch economy is 
based on trade, both imports 
and exports, notably through 
Europe’s biggest port at Rot¬ 
terdam. 

The Netherlands is the 
world’s eighth-biggest ex¬ 
porter. 

The Organisation for Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation and De¬ 
velopment provides analysis 
and policy guidance for 34 
industrialised countries. 

The OECD said that of 22 
foreign bribery allegation in 
the Netherlands, 14 had not 
led to investigations and only 
two to prosecutions, which 
are due to go on trial this 
year. 



The report noted that of the 
22 allegations, 12 involved 
so-called ’’mailbox compa¬ 
nies” which are incorporated 
in the Netherlands but pursue 
their activities entirely from 
abroad. 

The report questioned the 
Netherlands’ ’’ability and 
proactivity in initiating pro¬ 
ceedings” against such com¬ 
panies. 

The more than 20,000 
mailbox companies in the 
Netherlands provided the 
Dutch government with more 
than one billion euros (1.3 
billion dollars) in tax revenue 
in 2009, the report said. 

The working group said 
that the current level of sanc¬ 
tions awaiting those guilty of 
bribery in the Netherlands ”is 
not sufficient”. 

However, it welcomed 
draft legislation to increase 
fines to 10 percent of a com¬ 
pany’s turnover. 

The report did note posi¬ 
tive steps taken in the Nether¬ 
lands, including the 
development of expertise in 
confiscating criminal pro¬ 
ceeds. 

It also welcomed corrup¬ 
tion awareness-raising activ¬ 
ities by the foreign ministry 
through its embassies. 


Come, 

stay with m! 

A well situated, quiet 
apartment complex 

consisting oH2 luxury 

apartments. 

Please check us out at 

www.delteyaajbo.com 



Euro unemployment hits 
'unacceptable' high 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - Euro¬ 
pean unemployment has hit an 
unacceptable high, as one na¬ 
tional leader put it on Tuesday, 
with dire figures in Spain high¬ 
lighting a growing north-south 
divide that experts warn will 
only get worse. 

The unemployment rate 
across the troubled 17-nation 
eurozone hit 11.8 percent in 
November, up from 11.7 per¬ 
cent in October, with the num¬ 
ber of people out of work in 
the single currency area now 
nudging 19 million. 

The 19th rise in a row for 
the eurozone, home to some 
330 million people, repre¬ 
sented an increase of more 
than two million on the dole 
compared with a year ago, ac¬ 
cording to data published by 


the EU statistics service Euro¬ 
stat. 

London-based IHS Global 
Insight analyst Howard Archer 
calculated the cumulative in¬ 
crease since April 2011 as 
3.278 million after another 
113,000 people lost their jobs. 

The jobless numbers ex¬ 
ceeded 26 million for the first 
time across the full 27-member 
European Union, which in¬ 
cludes Britain and Poland, but 
the EU as a whole posted an 
unchanged unemployment rate 
of 10.7 percent. 

Such levels are ’’completely 
unacceptable,” said Irish Prime 
Minister Enda Kenny, who 
currently holds the EU’s rotat¬ 
ing presidency, during a visit 
to Germany. 

Eurostat figures showed 


Qatar raises financial 
aid to Egypt to $5 bn 


CAIRO (AFP) - Qatar said on 
Tuesday it will increase its fi¬ 
nancial aid to Egypt by $2.5 
billion to a total of $5 billion, 
comprising an outright grant 
of $ 1 billion and $4 billion in 
bank deposits. 

The financial lifeline comes 
as Egypt battles a currency cri¬ 
sis and seeks an IMF cash in¬ 
jection into its teetering 
economy of an almost equiva¬ 
lent amount. 

Qatar's Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim told 
a Cairo press conference that 
the gas-rich emirate had dou¬ 
bled its previously announced 
aid, which comprised $500 
million as a grant and $2 bil¬ 
lion in bank deposits. 

An IMF team is expected 
within weeks for further talks 
after a delegation headed by 
the monetary fund's Middle 
East director Ahmed Massood 
met with President Mohamed 
Morsi and other Egyptian of¬ 
ficials on Monday. 

The IMF, which was re¬ 


ported to have pledged $4.8 
billion, "remained committed 
to supporting Egypt in con¬ 
fronting its economic chal¬ 
lenges,” said a statement by 
Prime Minister Hisham 
Qandil on Tuesday. 

Egypt had expected the 
IMF loan, which would pro¬ 
vide crucial encouragement 
for foreign investors in the 
restive market, in December 
or January, but weeks of 
sometimes deadly street 
clashes and protests postponed 
the aid. 

Morsi's government has 
also temporarily balked at 
raising taxes and other meas¬ 
ures of an economic reform 
programme in the face of sim¬ 
mering opposition ahead of 
parliamentary elections in two 
months. 

Egypt's currency has 
plunged to a record low over 
the past week as the Central 
Bank began auctioning dollars 
to preserve dwindling foreign 
reserves. 


that more jobs were lost over 
the past year in the eurozone, 
at 2.015 million, than in the 
27-member EU, where the 
number was slightly lower at 
2.012 million. 

Hit by a property market 
bust and riddled with bad debt 
in its banks, Spain recorded the 
highest unemployment rate of 
all European countries — at 
26.6 percent, worse even than 
bailed-out Greece. 

Among under-25s, both 
those countries reported unem¬ 
ployment rates that hovered 
around 57 percent. 

According to figures that 
were seasonally-adjusted for 
comparative purposes, the No¬ 
vember unemployment rate in 
key rival economies was 7.8 
percent for the United States 
and 4.1 percent for Japan. 

”2012 has been another very 
bad year for Europe in terms of 
unemployment and the deteri¬ 
orating social situation,” said 
European Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs 
and Inclusion Laszlo Andor. 

"The risk of poverty or ex¬ 
clusion is constantly growing,” 
he said, warning that "most na¬ 
tional welfare systems have 
lost much of their ability to 
protect household incomes.” 

He added "The divergence 
is especially striking between 
the north and the south of the 
eurozone.” 
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BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 




, ffAffS*ilCil PALM BEACH # 184 

Q!!n TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Supermarket l ( 

^^^Jpenin^hours; ^j 


unicasa 

SUPERMARKET 


Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 
and high rise hotel area. 


i Monday^Saturday^^^^^^ii^i^l^^^unclay 8a. m - 10p.m 




ANO 




— Arubianas represents Aru- 
bian culture in a line of 
unique 66 One Happy flip 
flops 66 paired with a collec¬ 
tion of Chiffon and Silk re- 
sort-wear tunics, kaftans and 
sarong skirts printed with the 
same flip flops images. 

The arubianas flip flops 
have the flags and images of 
different countries on, so our 
tourists may buy them as sou¬ 
venirs, expressing their indi¬ 
vidual identity,making them 
happy and comfortable. 

Arubianas flip flops are 
designed with original au¬ 
thentic of Aruba’s fauna and 
flora- showing off our own 



tribal images. The aru- 
bian authentic images 
were taken around our 
beautiful island, at spe¬ 
cial spots like Bushirib- 
ana, Arashi, Fontein, 
Dos Playa, Colony, 
Lago Heights, Ayo Rock 
Formations, in Sta 
Cruz.. .and many more.. 

Simultaneously, the 
Arubianas flip flops is 
revealing the line of 
USA, Canada, Brazil, 
Colombia, Venezuela, 
the Netherlands and of 
course, the Arubian 
flag!! 

Arubianas Flip Flops 
are Available at: 

Wine & Spirit, The 
Juggling Fish at Playa 
Linda Resort, San Ma¬ 
rina Palm Beach Plaza 
& Oranjestad, Dshop 
(Dianleri), La Boutique 
Paseo Herencia, De Wit 
Stores, arubianas kiosk 
at Royal Plaza, Larimar 
Spa, Tropical Breeze 
Radisson, Tradewinds 
local Shoco (Owl), iguanas, w es tm and Tropical Market 
and snakes, then animal Marriott Ocean Club....more 
prints such as zebra with soon ! 
turquoise, army print and 


12 



Taj Mahal Restaurant, 
an authentic culinary 
excursion 


When Bharat Shah, originally 
from India, but now a success¬ 
ful businessman in California, 
put on a spectacular wedding 
in Aruba for his daughter Lisa 
and her groom Kalpesh, they 
welcomed hundreds of friends 
and relatives from around the 
world, including the “old 
country.” 

When all the wedding 
guests had finally arrived in 
Aruba, Bharat hosted an offi¬ 
cial welcome party along the 
shore in Palm Beach, and he 
chose to have it catered by Taj 
Mahal restaurant, he was that 
impressed by their cuisine. 

If you like your Indian food 
authentic, or are looking for a 
new and unique dining experi¬ 
ence, an evening at Taj Mahal 
will deliver a memorable meal. 
A seemingly endless menu of¬ 
fers scores of choices for fish, 
chicken, lamb and vegetarian 
dishes that are “the real deal;” 
discover that Indian food goes 
way beyond curry! 

A taste-testing crew from 
THE MORNING NEWS 
chose a selection of their sin¬ 
gular starters and two main 
courses with saffron rice, 
served family style, which pro¬ 
vided a fine example of the 
versatility of their chef. 

Taj Mahal’s Tai Choice is a 
great way to start the meal and 
be initiated into the joys of In¬ 
dian cuisine, offering a diverse 
selection of traditional fa¬ 
vorites. It contains hearty por¬ 
tions of Pakoras, crispy 
vegetarian fritters, Aloo Tikki, 
potato cutlets, Chicken Tikka, 
tender chicken breast pieces 
seasoned just right, and shaped 
and seasoned ground lamb, 
charmingly dubbed “Sheik Ke¬ 
babs.” All is served on a bed of 
sliced onions and brought to 
your table on a sizzling platter, 
and you will want to dish those 
sauteed onions on to one of 
their tasty Indian breads called 
Naan, leaving behind not a sin¬ 
gle crumb. Main dishes are ac¬ 
companied by a choice of rice, 
mixed vegetables rich with gar¬ 
lic, or Naan, plain, buttered, 
onion or garlic, and you will 
want to order an extra basket or 
two of this tasty delight, on 


which you can spoon your 
main course, as well. Poori is 
crispy fried naan, and most def¬ 
initely worth the extra two dol¬ 
lars to sample with your meal. 

Our group also added an ap¬ 
petizer of cmnchy Samosas, the 
Indian form of a potato knish, 
served with either cilantro or 
sweet and sour sauce. A platter 
of their Jhinga, large, crispy- 
fried shrimp in a delicate batter 
is ample enough to serve as a 
main course, though featured 
on their appetizer menu. 

As we mentioned, main 
courses are served family style, 
in beautiful little pots that sit 
upon a candle to keep them 
warm. Our group sampled the 
“Mutton Saagwala,” also 
known as “Lamb Shag” which 
is cooked in a thick sauce of 
yogurt and spinach, and the 
“Fish Hara Masala,” moist, 
tender chunks of fish in a rich 
sauce featuring cilantro as the 
main flavoring. This is offered 
in mild, medium and very 
spicy, we found the medium 
quite spicy enough for us; it left 
a tingle on the tongue. 

The family style service al¬ 
lows everyone at the table to 
sample a bit of this and that, 
and we heartily recommend 
you do, to truly appreciate this 
authentic bit of India in Aruba. 
Open for lunch and dinner, Taj 
Mahal sports a cozy and inti¬ 
mate air-conditioned dining 
room and a small outdoor ter¬ 
race for those that enjoy dining 
al fresco. They have an exotic 
dessert menu to match, but our 
group was too stuffed to par¬ 
take; there was even enough 
left to box up and provide a 
lunch next day for the lucky 
first person to get to it! 

Located behind the Royal 
Plaza Mall, across from 
Aruba’s Numismatic Museum, 
Taj Mahal offers a dining ex¬ 
perience that is truly out of the 
ordinary; they feature an excel¬ 
lent and tasty selection for veg¬ 
etarians too. If you are a fan of 
Indian food, or have been toy¬ 
ing with trying it, Taj Mahal is 
the place for a very affordable 
dining experience and the real 
deal! Call 588-4494 for reser¬ 
vations. 
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—Fans of Aruba’s favorite 
sports bar are happy to hear 
that Buster’s Garage has relo¬ 
cated to the restaurant/bar 
space inside Trop Casino. 
Now Eagle Beach resort 
guests have a great place for a 
bargain-priced breakfast or a 
bucket of beer while rooting 
for the team of their choice. 

Buster’s has that great, 


homey feel of settling in to 
enjoy a game with buddies, 
greatly due to the warmth and 
enthusiasm of owner Rusty. He 
takes pride in making patrons 
feel welcome. “If somebody 
really needs to watch their 
home team on the field, we’ll 
be happy to put it on for them,” 
he confidently assured us. 

“We have 3 satellite dishes 


with separate packages to pick 
up every station imaginable. If 
there is a game going on out 
there somewhere, we’ll find it.” 

With giant screens every¬ 
where throughout the joint, 
there isn’t a bad seat in the 
house. Aside from their all day 
menu of game-watching fa¬ 
vorites, they also feature a 
hearty breakfast menu. The 
“Grand Slam Platter” includes 
eggs any style, pancakes or 
waffles, bacon, juice, fresh 



made home fries with coffee 
or tea for only $9.Lunch and 
dinner menus reflect the same 
moderate pricing with re¬ 
quired sports bar standards 
such as chicken wings, club 
sandwiches, burgers and a 
heaping helping of nachos, av¬ 
eraging $9; pizza and main 
courses range from $ 11 to $ 15. 

Aside from the games and 
the gambling, patrons can ex¬ 
pect great entertainment three 
nights weekly with one of 
Aruba’s most popular trios, 


“Threesome.’ There are alsc 
some wild times getting ac¬ 
quainted with Rusty’s Beer 
Pong, the Drinking Game of 
Champions. Win or lose, play¬ 
ers always end up with a smile 
on their face. 

This family friendly 
place, with air hockey and 
video games for the kids 
along with a special menu 
for young ones, is open " 
days a week from 7:30 AM 
until 1:00 AM for late night 
snacking and fun. 


Gold Coast Aruba; This is the time to invest 



— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 


away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 


of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 


Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 


hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop- 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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Rallying: Al-Attiyah wins again, Sainz falls away 



AREQUIPA (AFP) - Qatari 
ace Nasseral-Attiyah 

(Buggy) won his second suc¬ 
cessive stage in this year's 
Dakar Rally as he triumphed 
in the fourth stage to give 
himself a great chance of 
adding to his triumph in the 
2011 edition. 

The 42-year-old driver - 
who made it four stage wins 
from four for his Red Bull 
Buggy team - closed the gap 
on the overall leader, France's 
Mini-driving 10-time cham¬ 
pion Stephane Peterhansel. 

Guerlain Chicherit took 
second in the stage, 36sec be¬ 
hind, while Peterhansel, 47, 
who has won the race six 
times on a motorbike and 
four times in the car disci¬ 
pline, came in over a minute 
behind the Qatari and saw his 
lead clipped to 5min 16sec. 

However, it was not all 
good news for the Red Bull 
team as the 2010 winner Car¬ 


los Sainz dropped out of con¬ 
tention with a second succes¬ 
sive poor day, the winner of 
the first two stages suffering 
more problems with his car. 

The Spaniard is now over 
three hours off the pace while 
another of the contenders 
American Robby Gordon, 
who was disqualified last 
year for his car not conform¬ 
ing to race regulations, also 
fell out of contention. 

He attempted an ambitious 
manoeuvre and ended up 
with his car on its roof, los¬ 
ing more than two hours in 
the process. 

Al-Attiyah, though, was 
all smiles when he emerged 
from his car. 

"In the dunes at the start, it 
was very difficult to open the 
way, but in the end we are 
here without any problem at 
all and a good time as well so 
we are happy," said Al-At¬ 
tiyah, who last year showed 


his all round sporting skills 
by winning Olympic bronze 
in the shooting competition. 

"Of course, we know that 
tomorrow (Tuesday) the ter¬ 
rain is going to be less easy 
for the buggies and we will 
probably lose a bit of time, 
but since it should be better 
for us in Chile, I'm not wor¬ 
ried, especially since we are 
out in front and not far behind 
Peterhansel." 

The motorbike section saw 
a change of hands in terms of 
the overall lead as French¬ 
man Olivier Pain took over 
from compatriot and four¬ 
time winner Cyril Despres. 

The stage honours went to 
Spanish rider Joan Barreda 
Bort on a Husqvarna, who 
recorded his second stage 
win of this year's race in beat¬ 
ing Pain by 8min 23 sec while 
another Frenchman David 
Casteu was third. 

Pain leads Casteu in the 
overall standings by 2min 
24sec with defending cham¬ 
pion Despres, dropping to 
third 3min 09sec adrift. 


Pain, whose best finish in 
six previous editions has 
been two ninth places includ¬ 
ing last year, was not getting 
ahead of himself with regard 
to winning the race outright. 

"I don't want to get overex¬ 
cited about my place in the 
overall, the rally's still long 
and my objective is to finish 
in the Top 10 every day, and 
I hope to continue doing this 
well until the end," said the 
31-year-old. 


SPORT 

Football: 

Pro Patria 

sanctioned 

after 

Boateng 

racist 

chants 

ROME, (AFP) - The fourth di¬ 
vision club whose fans caused 
Kevin-Prince Boateng to lead 
a walk-off of his AC Milan 
teammates in a friendly be¬ 
cause of racist chants will play 
their next match behind closed 
doors, it was announced on 
Tuesday. 

Boateng, a German-born 
Ghanaian international, has 
been hailed worldwide for his 
stance against racist fans of 
Pro Patria. 

The governing body that 
runs third and fourth division 
football in Italy, the Lega Pro, 
reacted Tuesday by ordering 
that no fans be allowed to at¬ 
tend Pro Patria’s upcoming 
match. 

The behaviour of a group of 
Pro Patria fans was "of an ex¬ 
treme seriousness", the Lega 
Pro said. 

What made the matter 
worse, it added, was that the 
discrimination came in a 
friendly and not a competitive 
match "which, without consti¬ 
tuting a justification, could 
have been an extenuating cir¬ 
cumstance". 

The decision to make Pro 
Patria play behind closed 
doors was a stronger punish¬ 
ment than a previous 5,000- 
euro fine handed down earlier 
this season on the club, which 
the Lega Pro deemed had been 
"inefficient". 



NAZCA (AFP): US Robby Gordon (R) is pictured next to 
his Hummer in the sand during Stage 4 of the Dakar 2013 
between Nazca and Arequipa, Peru, on January 8, 2013. 
The rally will take place in Peru, Argentina and Chile from 
January 5 to 20 
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Tropicana Casino 
Eagle Beach 
Tel: 6604251 


sport 


show 


NBA: Short-handed Celtics down Knicks, Beal 
basket sees Wizards stun Thunder 



Washington Wizards shooting guard Bradley Beal (3) makes the 
game-winning basket in the final second over Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der center Kendrick Perkins (5). 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
Boston Celtics coped ad¬ 
mirably without suspended 
point guard Raj on Rondo on 
Monday as Paul Pierce and 
Kevin Garnett came through 
in a 102-96 NBA victory over 
the New York Knicks. 

Pierce scored 23 points on 
10-of-18 shooting and Garnett 
contributed 19 points and 10 
rebounds as the Celtics won 
their third straight. 

Avery Bradley stood in for 
Rondo after the All-Star guard 
was banned for one game for 
bumping an official in a win at 
Atlanta on Saturday, scoring 
13 points with five assists. 
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Jeff Green chipped in 
16 points off the bench 
and the Celtics played 
tough defense to limit 
New York to 40.8 percent 
shooting. 

Carmelo Anthony 
scored 20 points for New 
York, but shot just 6-of-26 
from the field. His points 
total was his lowest since 
he scored 20 against 
Washington on November 
30. Over New York's last 
10 games he had averaged 
more than 34 points. 

J.R. Smith finished 
with 24 points and Tyson 
Chandler had 13 along 
with 17 rebounds in the 
loss for the Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion-leading Knicks. 

The Celtics have strung 
together three straight 
wins for just the second 
time this season. They 
also won three in a row from 
November 10-14. 

While Bradley Beal on 
Washington found room with 
a pump fake then sank a game¬ 
winning jump shot with three- 
tenths of a second left Monday 
as the lowly Washington Wiz¬ 
ards beat Oklahoma City 101 - 


99 in an NBA shocker. 

Despite the absence of in¬ 
jured Jordan Crawford and 
Nene, the Wizards captured 
their fifth win of the season 
against 28 defeats. 

Beal and Martell Webster 
both scored 22 points for the 
Wizards and Kevin Seraphin 


chipped in 19. 

Emeka Okafor notched a 
double-double with 12 points 
and 12 rebounds as Washing¬ 
ton won for just the second 
time in their last 15 games. 
The Wizards had lost five in a 
row going into the game. 

Kevin Durant scored 29 
points with eight assists and 
seven rebounds for the Thun¬ 
der, the Western Conference 


leaders who had won five of 
six coming into the contest. 

Serge Ibaka scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 26 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds, while 
Russell Westbrook finished 
with 17 points and eight as¬ 
sists. 

Despite lacking their top 
two scorers, the Wizards had 
built an 80-73 lead with 
10:03 to play in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Wizards stretched the 
margin to double digits, but 
the Thunder wouldn't go 
away. 

Westbrook drained a three- 
pointer, and Durant snatched 
a steal and passed to Thabo 
Sefolosha for a dunk that 
pulled Oklahoma City to 94- 
90. 

Webster was fouled mak¬ 
ing a three-pointer and con¬ 
verted the free-throw for a 
99-94 Wizards lead, but with 
36 seconds remaining Durant's 
three-pointer knotted the score 
at 99-99. 

But Beal, a 19-year-old 
rookie, settled it, using the 
pump fake to evade two Thun¬ 
der defenders then making his 
clutch shot. 

Westbrook just had time to 
attempt a three-pointer, but it 
didn't fall. 



MELBOURNE (AFP) - US tennis player Serena Williams 
(C) joins fitness fans at a sponsor's workout training 
club in Melbourne on January 8, 2013. Top tennis players 
are arriving in Melbourne in the lead up to the Australian 
Open which runs January 14-27. 
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Mention this ad and 
receive a free carat 
gemstone pendant 



BALISSIMA 

COLLECTION 

$250 
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pendant or ring 






DIVERSA 

EARRINGS 

$195 

Diamond earrings 
set in sterling silver 
change from studs 
to stilettos 


1.877. ASK.EFFY 


Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotion. 

No purchase necessary to receive the free 1/2 carat gemstone pendant. Limit one pendant per person. 
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Football: Great prize night for 
Spanish stars 


Football: Cup of Nations 
hosts South Africa 
disappoint 


Siphiwe Tshabalal (R) of South Africa fights for the ball 
with Erik Huseklepp of Norway. 


Spain's coach Vicente Del Bosque (R) receives the FIFA 
Men's Coach of the year award from Former Brazilian na¬ 
tional coach Felipe Scolari during the FIFA Ballon d'Or 
awards ceremony at the Kongresshaus in Zurich on Mon¬ 
day. 


MADRID (AFP) - Sports fig¬ 
ures and media hailed a great 
night for Spanish football on 
Monday after Liga star Li¬ 
onel Messi won a fourth Bal¬ 
lon d’Or and national coach 
Vicente Del Bosque was 
crowned coach of the year. 

Messi is from Argentina, 
but his prize was in large part 
a reward for his prolific goal¬ 
scoring for Spanish league- 
leaders Barcelona. 

Del Bosque's honour 
meanwhile recognised 
Spain's Euro 2012 triumph, 
which followed its 2010 
World Cup win and 

Despite being fiercely pro- 


Real Madrid, leading sports 
journal Marca ran a headline 
reading "The best in history" 
on its website, above photo¬ 
graphs of Messi at each of his 
four Ballon d'Or prizegiv- 
ings. 

It hailed Del Bosque's 
award as "A prize for Span¬ 
ish football." 

All three players on the 
shortlist for the world's best 
footballer award play in the 
Spanish league — Messi, his 
Barca teammate Andres Ini- 
esta and rival striker Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo of Real 
Madrid. 

In fact all of the top six 


names in the final ranking 
that Messi topped were from 
La Liga teams. 

In the FIFPro selection for 
the best 11-man line-up, 
meanwhile, six were 
Spaniards and all but two 
were from the Spanish 
league. 

That selection included 
Ronaldo and three other Real 
players — Iker Casillas, Ser¬ 
gio Ramos and Xabi Alonso 
— plus Iniesta, Messi and two 
other Barcelona players, Ger¬ 
ard Pique and Xavi Hernan¬ 
dez. 

The president of 
Barcelona, Sandro Rosell, 
said he was "very proud of 
our players and to be with 
Barcelona", the club said on 
its Twitter feed. 

The president of the Span¬ 
ish Royal Football Federa¬ 
tion, Angel Villar, said Del 
Bosque's award was "a new 
prize for Spanish football that 
is going through some mar¬ 
vellous years." 

Outside of the footballing 
sphere, Spanish tennis cham¬ 
pion Rafael Nadal in Twitter 
messages congratulated 
Messi and Del Bosque. 

"Congrats to Leo Messi for 
his new golden ball," he 
wrote. "It was difficult with 
two cracks like Iniesta and 
Cristiano." 

"How proud I feel of Del 
Bosque, making history with 
this great squad," he added. 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) - Goal- 
shy South Africa lost 1-0 
against Norway Tuesday in 
their penultimate warm-up 
match before hosting the 2013 
Africa Cup of Nations tourna¬ 
ment. 

Morocco-born Tarik Ely- 
ounoussi scored the winner 
four minutes before half-time, 
taking the ball across centre- 
backs Bongani Khumalo and 
Siyabonga Sangweni before 
slamming the ball wide of 
goalkeeper Itumeleng Khune. 

It was a disappointing out¬ 
come for the 35,000 crowd at 
Cape Town Stadium on a 
balmy summer evening as they 
had high hopes of a home vic¬ 
tory given that Norway fielded 
a weakened team that lacked 
most of their foreign-based 


professionals. 

Bafana Bafana (The Boys) 
once again squandered scoring 
chances — notably when un¬ 
marked Katlego Mphela failed 
to control a through ball just 
before half-time — and have 
netted only seven times in 
seven friendlies. 

South Africa play Algeria at 
Orlando Stadium in Soweto 
Saturday and face Cape Verde 
Islands on January 19 in the 
Cup of Nations opener at the 
90,000-capacity Soccer City 
stadium. 

Norway, who lost away and 
won at home in previous 
games against South Africa, 
travel to Zambia for a match 
against the African champions 
Saturday in the mining town of 
Ndola. 
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